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• Milken Institute Best-Performing Cities Index 2018

• Measure of job, wage and salary, and technology growth

• #1 Small Metro in Illinois (2013, 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018)

• Jumped from #77 ranking in 2017 to #26 in 2018

• 201 Small Metros indexed

• CLICK IMAGE to download report

http://www.best-cities.org/2018/best-performing-cities-report-2018.pdf


• Illinois businesses added jobs in 12 metro areas in 

December 2018, with the largest increase in Kankakee 

(+5.0% , +2,400)

• Kankakee MSA led IL in job growth in 9 months in 2018.

• Kankakee MSA led IL in job growth in 6 months in 2017.



• Site Selection magazine survey

• 60 responses

• Intensifying emphasis on Workforce and 

Workforce Readiness

• EDCs are doing an inadequate job of 

providing that data



COMMITTEE/BOARD PARTICIPATION 2019
RESearch Kankakee County, IL – Development Showcase

DIG Bourbonnais @ Chicago Bears Training Camp

City of Kankakee Riverfront Implementation Team

United Way Campaign 2019

Rep. Lindsay Parkhurst Business Advisory Council

Samaschool + Kankakee – Growing the Gig Economy

Illinois Route 50 Corridor Study

Northfield Square Mall Redevelopment Task Force

Kankakee County Convention & Visitors Bureau

Community Foundation of Kankakee River Valley

Grundy Livingston Kankakee Workforce Board Talent Outreach Committee

Workforce Partners of Metropolitan Chicago (WPMC) Regional Apprenticeship Navigator partner

Kankakee Area Human Resource Managers’ Association marketing partner

Kankakee Community College Business/Office Professional Advisory Committee

Kankakee Community College Manufacturing Technology Advisory Committee

Education & Employment Action Team for the Partnership for a Healthy Community’s MAPP initiative

Kankakee Area Career Center Executive Advisory Committee



• Kankakee Community College selects new 

president – Dr. Michael Boyd

• Current Vice President of Instructional & 

Student Success and Chief Academic 

Officer for KCC

• Boyd succeeds Dr. John Avendano, who 

concludes 10 years of service on June 30.

Photo courtesy Daily Journal



• Redeveloped Alliance site will be an 

improved funnel for development leads

• Three metro development areas and 

available properties highlighted in 2019

• Tool is expandable to include additional 

development areas

• Refreshed site to launch by March 1

KANKAKEE RIVERFRONT OPPORTUNITY ZONE



• Six featured properties

• Transportation and education assets

• Available incentives

• Latest development news

• Leading local indicators

• Mobility score

KANKAKEE RIVERFRONT OPPORTUNITY ZONE



GWDC Municipal Redevelopment Study & 

Guide for Northfield Square Mall

• Fact finding and consensus building

• Due diligence and redevelopment strategy

• ETD 4-1-19

Hitchcock Design Group Route 50 Corridor 

Study

New Position: Transportation & Economic 

Development Project Coordinator

BRADLEY ROUTE 50 COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR



• Development plan complete

• 3,000 acres

• 1,400 acres industrial TIF property

• Utilities in place

• 5-year property tax abatement for qualifying    

new construction

BOURBONNAIS PARKWAY DEVELOPMENT AREA

http://www.kankakeecountyed.org/insite3/search-insite.aspx?details=1562


• Sponsorship opportunities available

• Dedicated event website to launch the week    

of February 18

• Showcase of overall market; major projects; 

Metro Development Zones, properties and 

plans; and relevant incentives and financing 

opportunities

• Moderated Industry Panel, with expansion 

updates

• Moderated Mayors’ Panel, with investment 

updates

• Exhibits, featuring prime Metro Development 

Zones and properties

• Vendor booths

• Buffet breakfast

• SPONSOR CONTACT: Lisa Wogan

mailto:LWOGAN@KANKAKEECOUNTYED.ORG?subject=RESearch%20Kankakee%20County%20sponsorship


• 1.8 million square foot production expansion 

on Illinois Route 50

• Dubbed “CSL South 2030” – 10-12 year 

investment horizon

• 2,000 construction jobs anticipated over next  

7 years; FTE to be determined

• Currently completing engineering design and 

building out interior roads, utility systems

• Establishing contractor village 

• Construction expected to commence Q3 2019

CSL BEHRING EXPANSION



• NEW $180 million merchant bar quality 

(MBQ) mill at Bourbonnais, IL, site

• Late 2019 operation startup anticipated

• 330 current FTE anticipated to grow to 380 

by Q4 2019

• 500 interviews in January entry-level hiring 

pool

• Highest demand: Mechanical & electrical 

technicians and management

NUCOR STEEL EXPANSION



• Former Sears Holdings/Innovel property 

available for lease with May 2019 

occupancy

• Divisible to 250,000 square feet

• CLICK IMAGE to visit Colliers property site

• Per WARN notice, Innovel Solutions is 

permanently ceasing operations at the site, 

with 143 employee separations beginning 

on or about 3-22-19.

• Kankakee Workforce Services has initiated 

Rapid Response process.

https://www2.colliers.com/en/Properties/13-million-sf-available-in-manteno-illinois/USA-1600-boudreau-road-manteno-illinois-60950/USA1051138


One Cigna Drive, Bourbonnais

• Continuing to provide wage data to ownership

• CLICK IMAGE for property specifications

Kankakee Opportunity Zone Multifamily Development

• Provided feasibility data to developer

State of Illinois RFI: Canadian food processor, $6M capex, 

58 FTE immediate/121 3-5 year FTE

• Prepared response for one Village of Bradley property

Continuing to field inquiries from solar developers

Photo courtesy Daily Journal

http://www.kankakeecountyed.org/insite3/search-insite.aspx?details=1478


• NEW: Steam Hollow Brewing Co. 

• Village of Manteno

• 7,500 square feet

• 10-barrel microbrewery and taproom

• Live music venue



• Alliance-hosted tour of Van Drunen Farms/FutureCeuticals’ 

new Engineering Department offices Downtown Momence

• Historic Tax Credit rehabilitation project

• HTC also available Downtown Kankakee

• CLICK HERE to access slide deck for project & HTC details. 

http://www.kankakeecountyed.org/local-business-services/Meetings-and-Events/Downtown-Kankakee-Historic-Tax-Credit-Info-Session.aspx


STATE OF THE ECONOMY PRESENTATIONS

Gathering Point Church

Kankakee County Board

Kankakee County Automotive Trades Association

Kankakee County Hotel Lodging Association

Peotone School District

To schedule a State of Economy presentation for your leadership staff or board of directors, 

contact the Economic Alliance at 815.935.1177.



MARKETING MATERIALS

CLICK IMAGES for download.

Contact the Alliance or Convention & 

Visitors Bureau for print quantities.

http://www.kankakeecountyed.org/Kankakee/media/Kankakee/2019-Market-Profile2-(1).pdf?ext=.pdf
http://www.kankakeecountyed.org/Kankakee/media/Kankakee/2019-Market-Profile2-(1).pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.visitkankakeecounty.com/documents/KCCVB-2019-Visitors-Guide.pdf


• NEW 6-month Content Marketing 

campaign with 5:15 Media

• Project of GLKWB Talent Outreach 

Committee

• Partners include River Valley Metro and 

villages of Bradley and Manteno

• CLICK IMAGE for sample piece.

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/new-brewery-set-open-manteno-2019-jay-buck-tamblyn/


CALENDAR 2019

U of I Alumni: Politics and Power: Changes Ahead in Washington, D.C., and Chicago February 9

Bear Construction Open House, Bradley February 13

Junior Achievement Executive Partner Meeting, Schaumburg February 27

Select Chicago Foreign Direct Investment 101, Elk Grove Village February 28

Communityworks Grant Applications DUE March 8

Black Business Council Access to Capital panel, Kankakee Public Library March 12

RESearch Kankakee County, IL – Development Showcase April 4

Alliance Board of Directors (Location TBD) April 11

IL Economic Development Association Site Selector Forum & General Consul Reception April 16

Alliance Board of Directors, ONU, Bourbonnais June 13

Alliance Board of Directors, ONU, Bourbonnais September 12

Alliance Board of Directors, ONU, Bourbonnais November 14



• $50,000 goal

• Appeal letters out in February

• CLICK IMAGE to access Alliance investor list.

2019 INVESTOR APPEAL

http://www.kankakeecountyed.org/about-us/Investors.aspx


President/CEO Timothy Nugent


